A CALL TO COMMITMENT
(For the coming of the Lord is at hand)

In the book of James we read, “You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the LORD is at hand.” (James 5:8)
The Apostle Peter wrote, “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.” (1 Peter 4:7-9)
Jesus Himself said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

Today I want to share some thoughts on the importance of commitment in our walk with the Lord
In the recent Tokyo Olympics we saw the results of commitment in the lives of the athletes who competed for perishable crowns (gold, silver and bronze medals) and who excelled in their athletic achievements
As Christians we are competing in a far more important race in which we have been called to help reconcile the lost to Christ through our lives and ministries here on earth

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may [a]obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize [b]is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)
AS CHRISTIANS WE WILL RECEIVE ETERNAL REWARDS FOR OUR COMMITMENT TO LIVING FOR THE KINGDOM CAUSE DURING OUR TIME HERE ON EARTH AND FOR HELPING TO POINT PEOPLE TO HEAVEN
Commitment is crucial to succeeding in every area of life but especially as believers if we are to fully embrace all that God has planned and purposed for our lives during our time here on earth

As Christians we are in a constant spiritual war in which the enemy of our soul, the Devil, will continually try and oppose us from living wholeheartedly for the Lord

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
The simple fact is that;
· The spirit of this world
· The flesh, and

· The Devil
Will all try and divert us away from the things of God and from investing our lives for the Kingdom Cause
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
When we look at the lives of people such as Billy Graham and Mother Teresa, we see what God can do through the lives of people that are wholeheartedly committed to living for the Kingdom Cause 

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

We only have one gift of life to store up treasures in heaven  
This is why Jesus Himself said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

In a world that is becoming more and more ungodly (2 Timothy 3:1-5) and lawless (Matthew 24:12-13) it is so important that we remain committed to finishing our Christian walk strongly

Towards the end of his time here on earth the Apostle Paul wrote,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
Our faith is the most precious thing that we have and it is eternal 
This is why the Apostle Peter wrote,

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.

Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)
I will now just quickly share 7 important areas where commitment is crucial if we are to fulfil our God given potential during our time here on earth

1) A commitment to a lifestyle of prayer where we continually seek God for His wisdom and guidance in life. We continually need God’s wisdom to make right choices in life
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

In the book of James we read, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5)
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

2) A commitment to continually building our lives on the word of God by being both hearers and doers of God’s word

In the book of Joshua we read, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

Jesus Himself said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24-25)
The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
3) A commitment to continually seeking and following God’s will for our life. His ways are higher than our ways

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)

4) A commitment to continually living our lives with eternity in mind and in living for the Kingdom Cause. That we are in this world but not of it. This will shape our choices and decisions in life and how we use our time, gifts and talents and resources
The Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

5) A commitment to trusting God at all times and in all circumstances and to just doing what Jesus tells us to do

King David wrote,

“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” (Psalm 34:8)

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)
6) A commitment to living a crucified life where we daily choose to live for God and to love and serve others. We need to purposely live our life with an “others” focus. (Philippians 2:3-4) Jesus is our example of what Kingdom living is like

Jesus Himself said,

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)

Jesus also outlined what it involved to be a true disciple of His when He said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.” (Luke 9:23-24)
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)

IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE RENOUNCE SELF-CENTRED AMBITION ON A DAILY BASIS

And

7) A commitment to actively helping others to come to Christ. That we have a souls focus in the way that we live our life during our time here on earth

The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  To this end I also labour, striving to His working which works in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:28-29)

In the book of Proverbs we read, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

The Apostle Paul also wrote, 
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

SO IN CONLUSION:

Without a clear commitment in these seven areas of our Christian walk we will invariably be sidetracked by the things of this world and live a nominal Christian life
This is especially the case in the times that we are now living in, where we live in a world that is always encouraging us to focus on our own self interests
As Christians we need to be counter culture and live our lives to serve others as we live for the Kingdom Cause

But what a privilege it is to live for the Lord. True joy and purpose in life as a Christian can only come from knowing Christ intimately and from fully utilizing our gifts and talents for the Kingdom Cause
Jesus also made it clear that if we put Him and the things of the Kingdom first in our life, all that we need in life will be added to us. There is no better place than being in the centre of God’s will for our life

Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
Finally in living wholeheartedly for the Kingdom Cause there will be three great blessings that we will enjoy and experience at the end of our time here on earth 
These are;

1) We will hear from Jesus the words, “Well done my good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:21&23)
2) We will see all the precious people that are in heaven as a result of us being prepared to sacrificially live for the Kingdom Cause during our time here on earth, and

3) The eternal rewards that we will receive from Jesus for what we have done in His name during our time here on earth

I will finish with the words of Jesus,

“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)
